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PREFACE

This essay is written in "own-story" form. It desoribes
ry home community in relation to sociological factors of rural
iéolation. Discussions of my life, and of my family attempt to
prove the effects of isolated rural 1life on oharacter formetion,
My home community, as I now undersiand it, -pésseasea_ archaic and
unusual nores, Gormon o."n}.y_;. to <€H’os§' type .of. co'mm.unﬂ.ties.  They
supress the convermtional ﬁé‘ﬁhoas of childhood development, end
the general social progresss To s%:'mggla against the gcceﬁted
folkways of the comrunity ri'-*"tio suffer sooia}, 'reproaq.h as an
abnormal irdividual. Success*ris ms_asui-éd iﬁ termsg of larm prod-
uction. It is only by a thoraﬁgﬁ understending of all the fuots

of a .community is it possible to mpproximate the success or feilure

of its mermberas.
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RURAL ISOLATION

A small, isolated, rural settlement in Northern Saskatchewen, was my home
- community during my childhoods It is situated about tiijpty-five miles south of the
Gitsr of Prince Albert, near & branch of the Canadian National Railwey line, The
community is boundedt on the south by the Saskatchewan River, on the east By

Provinainl Eigﬁwmy No, 2, on the west by an Indian Reservation, end on the north by
| Higlway No. 12. The éoil is mstly light olay or sand. Some areas of the somunity
has dense vegéta:bibh, ﬁhe:rf_.pa_rts consigt only of bare sandhills. The type of roade
throughout the community are ungraded munioipal roads, and deaply;-‘rut’ced country
tralls, The climata in this ares is exbremiy severe in all four seasons. In winter,
great depﬁha 63‘.‘ mmow, and forty degrees below Fehrenheit temperatures, are common.
Rainfall in the summer season is slight; heat temperatures of one hundred degrees in
the shade are preval émt. ‘

The local town is the Hamlet of St. Louis, which les a population of about

three hundred. The Hamlet includes; three general stores, one garage, two grain
elgvators, a Canadian Fational Réi]may shed, e Catholic Cathedral, an Anglicen Church,

& community hall, one hotel, one pool hall, omne black smith shop, a lumber yﬁrd,

and Post Offices The main street is mde up of the business places. They are old,
delapidated and unpalinted Jlumber ‘buildi:ga. The dwelling housges of ﬂ_xe Hamlet are
mostly log buildiﬁgs, which are carelessly kept, both inside and outsides

The main ocoupation of the inhabitants of the commnity is "hoe=farming™, The
unskilled laborers of the community loiter around the distriet when they are
unemployeds. On the average, each family ooouples one quareter section of land, (160
aores)s The smoil of this area is infertile, and uneble to adequately provide for the

large families that occupy it. The farmers produce only the required produots for

their own livelihood, which is a bare existence. They raise wheat, and other coarse

grains in small quantities. All farmers of this cormunity have a few cows, pigs, sheep,

and chickens. Farming operations are carried on with horses, and outdated tvpes pf
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of farm mechinery, The farms db not ﬁse tractors, or any other modern farm
equipment. My father, and brother, who farm in this comunity are still using the
"four-horge<zang™, and che "sui‘icy-plow“. The use of labor-saving machines has not
been adopted in any pert of the community. The ohief means of trensport&tiqn is the
horse-arﬁ-buggy. No one in the community owns nor operafea an automobile. Families,
who do not possess the luxury of a horse-and-buggy have to resort to walking,
whe.never they wish to travel within the local area. The slow progress of this
ocommunity is dué to the poor economio atatus of every family, Further;nore, the
farmers are susploious of the new scientific methods of farming.

‘The majority of the dwellings of my home cormunity are constructed of logs,
The walls are plastered with nud, and white-washed with a lime nmixture. Many of the
houses have only one or two rooms, They laock all modsrn oonvenienses, and plumbing
is unknown in this distriat. Coaleoil lemps, and wood-burning stoves are in every
homes The small house is not -only used as a kitohen, living~room, and bedroom,
but it is also used as the fermer's workshop, business offioce, and the ohiidran's
rpla.yroom. Host of these homes are in Pilthy, and urwholesome conditions. Dogs,
oats, chiokens, and newly-born animals are teken care of in the comforts of the
house. _

The ethniocal groups of t_his community are F‘remhqhalfbreeda- (misctgré of
French Canadians and Inciiana), Hungarians,_and a few desdendants of Britisﬁ stook.
The predominant relirion is Roman Catholie, My father is of English heritage,

and

my mother is Frencha The number of members in each family would average sbout ten.

These people have a high illiteracy rate. My father never received any formal

education. He is able to read only the average newspaper, and write very little

apart from his signature. My mother camot read nor write, she is unable to sign

her names My sisters completed grade nine in High School before they were forced to

quite school, and earn their own livings My brother left school in the eighth

greade to work in the fields, and helprrovide & living for the fanilys My father

ensouraged me to leave school and assist in the farm work, but I refused,
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The school house of my home community was situated four and one~half
miles from our home. "We were foroed to make this journey, if we wanted any formal
edusation., I travelled approximately twenty thousand miles, mostly walking through
lonely country trails to obtain my alemsnta::y and high School education. This onee
room school house, with one teacher taught all pupils between seven aﬁd fifteen
years of age of this community., The grades in the school were one to eight. Only
ons teachey &ught-af: this school from 1927 to 1937, at a salary of sixtﬁ' dollers

per month, The aohﬁol wa.;: very ﬁo&ly“ furniahadi and equipped. It was inadequately

| ven‘bilﬂtéd. .'baing heated by & big irom stove in one cormer. The library consisted ¢
a2 shdlf in one corner with about fifty books. It did not have any vocational or
mamal training equipment; sports equipment was praotically nil. All forms of
reoraat.ipn had to be invented by the pupils. This idleness encouraged umsholesome
aotivities, and deprived the children from developing any potentiel talent or ability.
It was impossible for the teacher to instruet anything else, apart from the three
fundemental "R's" of education. | '

When children begin aohool.-confliot follows contact, andJsocialigation
begins. The 't;alance of power is maintained by the teacher. He is 1dol of the

community, and children imitats him, | The teacher plays an éxtremely importent part

| in shaping rufal children's pattefn of behaviour. The sohool.is £5§ orgﬁni#qd-aboidl
machine. |

Our home did not contain any books, mgazines, nor even a distionary,
My éarenﬁs were unable to read, and we could not afford any magazine subsoriptions.
They did not appreciate music, nor art, therefore it was unknown to the members of
our family. My father was opposed to education. The community was unable to offer
any informal education, because of its illiterate composition.

The rural high schools are similar to the public schools. The high school in
oy homs town was continually opening and closing, due to disagreements by the local

political leaders. There was no library or laboratory equipment. The teacher was a

high school graduate with one year of normal school training. Students were
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expested to work out most of their own eduocational difficulties. Out of the group
of £ifty-two puplls, with whom I attended school, only three of them completed
high school. None of the other pupils learned any skilled trade.

The attitudes of the rural home reflects on the children's behaviour,
The diséosition, and terperament of the parents determine the nature of the home,.
My mother naggedcontinually at my father, which resulted in many arguements. Our
homes was one of dullness, and depresgion, which was due tq the extreme poverty in
whioh we lived. My parents believed that their llves were determined by fate, and
felt that it was impossible to overcome their destltute conditions. Children were
regarded as a part of'the farm. Parise would be given to a beast of the farm, before
a child recelved oredit for his work.,

Courteay, obedience, and loyalty are strioctly taught in many rural homes.
Most of the children of this community sincerely respected their elders. My father,
a strict and reserved parent is very conscious of the community customs, and the
laws of the oountry. My mother taught us character formation acoording to her
femily traditionsj; her method of punishment was severe lashings. TodAy, ﬁy father
and mother exnjoy sincere respect from every one of their children.

The influence of the home in comparison with other institutions is
greater in the rural commﬁnity than in the city, As children, our whole life was
centered around the homa; There were no visible neighbors, the nearest one lived
about ome mile in either direction. Apart from the school, there were no other
institutions that effeoted ocur behaviour, as contacts with other people were very
fews The members of our family were in constant association with one another,
As ohildren, we never enjoyed the companionship of & special friend. We were
reared entirely by our parenis in the oconcepts of the community traditions. The
parental influence has a greater bearing on rural children than on urban children.
Rural children are not able to seek irmedlate refuge or sympethy outside of the

home when they receive punishment by their parents. Rural parents are likely to

be too cautious in proteoting thelr children from dangers. My mother would not
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allow us to £ish or swim in the nearby stre;m, or uaé a rifle to hunt in the nearby
fieldss In checking the adventure of a child, it causes a ohild's persomality to
suf'fer underdavalopment-l

Publio opinion is very effective in rurel communities, There is great
respeot paid to people who are industrious, and great shame cast on those who
ére Lﬁzy.‘ To be & shirker and a slacker on the farmris to suffer rural social
rapro@ch.' Commuhity gossip 1nf1ﬁéh§as rural character formations The farmers!
 conversation is usually sentered around the local people and their affairs. Psople
of this rural cormunity are ignoraﬁt of ourrent events on nationel end internatiomal
affairss therefore they gossip chiefly about their neighbors, My father lived in
fear of belng considered a 1oafer.

When the hotel beer-parlors came into existence in Saskatchewan, the
local beer-parlor became & popular rendez-vous for the men of my home community.
The idea that, "the best men drark beer", soon became accepted in the community,
The beer-parlor was a place of distinotion to be geen in. I was ruﬁeiy thrown
out of the local beer-parlor at the age of sevanteen7ysara, beoauge I wanted to
be.reggrded in the community as a "man who could take it". The best fighﬁing
man was the‘idol of the e&ﬁmunity.

| ‘There ars no apportunitiés in the rural ares to learn 006upat10hs other

than farmings It was not until I left the farm thet I learned of the many other
opportunities in life. Very few people of this community ever leave, and newcomers
rarely enter. My parents were borm in this community, and have never been dway

from it during their whole life. My brother, at twenty-eight years of age has mnever

geen a streetear, is reluctant to uge a telephone, and cannot appreciate a movie.

The farmer mekes personal contacts only as a result of his necessary requiremsnts

for the farm. Visits to the community town were confined to esgential errands.

The problem of child labor on the farm is serious. Children of the rursl
comnunity are expeoted to share in maintaining the livelihood of the family, It is

part of their duty, that the parents pass on to them in early ohildhood.
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'i*hi.a procedure was adopted in our family, and it was also general throughout the
community. In our ohildhco&, we were robbed of all play; 1t was rega¥ded as a
wagter of‘time.ﬁ; The age of seven years, we begin routine chores around the farmn,
later, we viere gent to drudgery in the fields with primitive tools: We rose early
in the morning, and spen"b the long day weelling and hoeing in a stooped or erawling
position. The pace of work was usually get by our _father.. The wo:fk habit soon
bac;a.mé a.paz_'t of our c.ahﬁrnf.atarg we grow up with the ldea that work was as esgential
and -i;mportb.ﬁt‘asl food or .sieep. 1'4y father employed an of his 'ohildren as cheap
iah;r; This type of oharaoter formation mekes regponeible c¢itizens, but 1t rssults‘
in poor health, laok of sohool trainipg, absence of play, and oomplete lack of
oooﬁpational opportunities, The strenous labor on our farm has impaired the health
of all the members in our family in some way or cthér.

Bconomic returns on the ferm are not set, which causes farmers to work
harder in hope of obtalning greeter returns. Very few farumers of this communi ty
have any systematic plan for opereting their farms. My father never did, and still
doesn't h#ve any organize§ plan for his work on the farms he conﬁidered it a waste
of tims.  As a resgult of #his procuedure, we often repeatéd the job,.or éid unprofitabl
ﬁork. Farmers are unable to determine if they are making a profit or going into
| debt. Of'ten, farmars under tha false impression of profitable farming, ars actually
going into debt. Frem a survay I made of my father's farm in 1945, I found that
he was going into debt of approximately eight dollars per day. I checked the value
of his labor, the value of feed being cons:ined by the farm snimals, as against
the returns he was receiving from the farm products. He would have saved a few
hundred dollars end lived & comfortalbe and easy winter, if he had sold his stoolk
and feed in the fall end bought the same amount of stoek in the gpring. However,
his farm animaels possessed a certain sentimental value that made it impossible
for him to part with them.

There are very few soclal activities in my home community. It is due to

the widely soattered farms of this area, Howéver, a greater contributing factor to the

minimum sooial events was the "rulers" of the cormunity. They belonrad to a certain
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religlous group that opﬁi)ossd most sooial activities. Dancing was forbidden in
nearly every home. All social events were prohibited in the schaol house. In the
winter months, soalal gatherings were limited to one amual Christmas concert,
During the summer, the only active sport was softballs The "rulers" of the
comunity insisted on wel}.nbrought-up'uhildran in the light of a formal, religious
manner, However, this polioy was only parti;:g" realized, for the children became
indaéendant when ‘Ehay left school and followed the general customs of the young
lpeopla of the community, The small hamlet offered more in scciml entertainment,
but the parents did ﬁdt grant their children permigsion to attend these funotions
véry oftens In m&st rural cormunities, social life centers around the home,
but in this particular community this theory wes only partly truep Every bay and
girllwere too busily ocoupled in making a living to participate in sooial functions.
The farmer lives and works in almost ocomplete isolation. He works in distant
flelds, shut-off from every other noise. Iis emplogment does not require any
conoeﬁtration, therefore day-dreamingigeeomﬂs a habit whish is detrimental to mental
development, The type of work on the farm does not train the mind to thinquuickly
and propérly. People of the rural areas are neditative; they develop this trait by
working}EOIituda. The farmer is hesitent in drawing conclusions. Fe develops deep
conviatlons that are not easily broken. My rural pattern of behaviour and treditions
were o deeply imbeded when I left the farm that it took almost é year to become
reédjusted to the urban form of oulture. The farmer mekes his mental adjustménts
mostly by himself, as very few are made in conferance with other people. The rural
people are very skw in changing their ways and ideas. The extreme isolation mccounts
for most of their backwardness. They have very iittle connection and essociation
between the new fashions, technologies, end their homes. The oormunity traditidéns
play an importent role in their life. Rural people are emotional, self conscious,
and suspicious, These characteristicswre cormon among the psople of my home

community., I overcame a large part of mv inferior complex in the barreck room of the

services; being forced to conform with the rest of the group helped overcome my

gelf-consci-usness. It was impossible for me to evade the social ocomplexities that
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‘oonfronted me, and return to the farm where I was at ease.

Although the farmer is generous in his hospitality, he is selfish in his
own individual desires. People of this cormumnity who called unexpectedly were
always made welcome. However no poliocy was accepted by the farmers unless it
provided individual divlidends. Farmers of this community often quarreled with
their nsiéhbors; but they never held a grudge. People were trusted implicitalyj
locked doors were unknown in the community.

Rural people enjoy certain advantages over urban people.,  Rural children
have unlimited open spaces 1n.whioh'to‘roam and play whenever time permits. Farmers
are able‘to enjoy the wide open spaces of the ocountry, and plenty of fresh air.
Rural families appreciate a congenial friendship and deep love for each other. The
pleasure obtained from olose assooiation with mature is known only to the farmer.
He lives in naﬁural surroundings - away from the artificial world of the city.

The fearmer arranges his own work schedule and is free to allow himself the hours
‘of leisure that he wishes. The farmers field of incow is unlimited. He is
detached from all competition. He does not face the danger of being forced out of
business, for there is always a market for his products. However this ceuses some
farmers to produce only aufficient for their own livelihood, which encouraged

bare existence.

Apong the more imporfant disadvantages encountered by the rural people is
the poor educational opportunity to learn other ocoupations apart from farming.
Rural perents do not encourage their children to leave home and sgeek other
employment, although they do not offer any opportunities at home, Children are
subjected to drudgery labor on the farm. There are no Youth Training Programs in
Rural communities. Rural people are deprived of the numberous recreations which
can be maintained only in the citles. Children are reared under strong rural
traditions. They do not receive proper mental training, es their type of work
hinders it. No opportunities are given to develop potential talents. Farmers are

generally regarded a&s the illiterate class of soclety, and are subjected to
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exploitations and impositions of large corporations and industry. Most rural homes
laok modern conveniences. People of the rural communities receive inadequate medioa
attention, Dootors live at a distant oity, end seldom visit farm families. The
nearest dootor to our home was thirty-five miles. Most farmers in this ocormunity
oould not afford to pay for a& doctor's services, even in an emergency.- We rerely
had the services of a dootor in our home. Sometlmes the farm yard is arranged
for the COnveniénces of t-hn .farmer,'l which results in unhealthy o;)'nditions. The
bﬁns hnci p:ig pensa v;z;e liable to be situated too olose to the house. Some farmers
aré.i'iﬁ.oli‘ned to be'caréiess, and allow the farm yard to become filthy, which will
oollect. fliés- |

‘Rural children are free from dengers of slums, gembling, and vice. Although
the} do not enaonntar these vices, there 1s usually easy access to alcoholio beverages
There were "Bootleggers" in my home community who manufectured their own "home-brew",
It wasg quii:a easy [or the young men to obtain thie potent liguor at rea.aonabla |
pric;sa. .Sexue.l morals were on & low -lava_l. At an early age farm children learn the
prﬁcea of farm animal reprnduotion. They discuws sex life freely and orudely.

The war has changed the philosophy of this community very little., Many of
the boys and girls joined the military foroes; bui:.'rai:urnsd aftg-r the war. Some
were rejected and rengined in the §ommnity._ therefore did not gain any new expere
lences. Rejections were due to phyaical conditions caused by atrénous labor and
mlutrition; Although the ex~service men had experigmad other standards of living,
most of them returned to their pre-war standards of this community. It would appear
that a higher standard of living cannot be taught to these people.

The inhabitants of my home community live & happy and contented life} aware

only of their immediate interests, and remote from worldly affairs.



